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Leila

Mariam H. Abushahla -

I still remember my childhood’s best days, when the glowing light of the sun used to
wake me up in the early morning; I would wait for the moment when I hear her sweet
voice singing to me, my grandmother, with her beautiful face and generous smile
unveiling her wrinkles where great stories are hidden . . .

I still remember her two-windowed kitchen and the small, rounded table where we
used to enjoy our breakfast together. I still remember the smell; a mixture of tamr
henna and Arabian jasmine, too hard to be forgotten. This morning, when I captured
the olive oil in the plate, which looked like a sparkling river in a mystery forest, I
recalled all the memories.

I remember when we used to sit together on the balcony reciting the holy Quran, I
would keep saying: “Oh my sweet grandma, I'm in love with your sweet angelic voice!”

I still remember the way she used to look at me; those lovely rounded eyes looking at
me with much love and tenderness . ..

Have you gone? Forever, my grandma? [ cannot even imagine not having you in my
life, not anymore . .. This pain is so unbearable . .. I have never thought about this
moment, the moment we are going to say farewell forever; I have never thought the
cancer would beat you like this. You were the strongest, the greatest and yet the
softest person in my life . ..

But guess what? I am happy I can still remember having breakfast together every
single morning on that wooden, small, rounded table. I can still hear your soft voice
reciting the holy Quran and whispering in my ears when I need it, saying thatI can do
it ... Do you remember your promise? When you promised to give me that beautiful
ring when I am a bride? I am still waiting for your gift .. . .

Always and forever, you will be up there, far away, a sparkling star in the sky watching
me and taking care of me, my grandmother Leila . . . I can still feel you, so beautiful
and close . ..




English Club
Being a Hero

Mazen N. Aldahoudi -

Being a hero is not easy at all, but at the same time, any one of us can be a hero...

To be a hero, you must have good characteristics, such as being brave, kind,
honest, helpful, faithful and most importantly, to have determination, patience and
perseverance.

Well, now . . . think about a hero. Is it Superman? Batman? Spiderman? The Hulk?
Thor? Okay! Now try to think about real-life heroes. The Prophet Muhammad, Edward
Said, Nelson Mandela, Ghassan Kanafani, Martin Luther King, Stephen Hawking, Salah
ad-Din Al Ayoubi and others perhaps.

I believe every one of us has to ask themselves: What defines a hero?

Some people believe that a hero must have superpowers in order to be defined as
a hero; to be able to disappear, to fly, to transform, to shrink, to stretch, etc. On the
other hand, others believe superpowers do not really matter. We have many examples
of ordinary people who are able to defend and support their homelands without any
extraordinary powers and still can be defined as heroes. Teachers, leaders, scientists,
doctors, explorers, soldiers, artists, workers and many others.

I believe a true hero is a person who believes in something greater than themselves,
a person who puts the interests of others ahead of their own, a person who inspires,
motivates, changes, supports, appreciates and believes in others.

You are a hero, your dad is a hero, your mom is a heroine, your grandfather, your
grandmother, your brother, your sister, your friend, you . . . you are a hero!

Be the hero you want to watch on TV and read about in novels, believe in yourself and
be your own hero.
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